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St Cecilia’s is a Roman Catholic voluntary-aided mixed Comprehensive School for
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Welcome
As parents we all want to do our best for our children. A good education in a Christian
environment is an excellent foundation on which every child can build a happy and successful
future.
St Cecilia’s is a Roman Catholic High School with a real family atmosphere – we look after each
other and there is nothing small about us when it comes to high standards and expectations.
Pupil welfare and pupil achievement are at the heart of our school.
“Pupils value the friendly, welcoming atmosphere of the school. Most teaching is Good and some
is Outstanding.” Ofsted January 2016.
Pupils at St Cecilia’s are happy and content. We are here to recognise the good in every child and
encourage each one to achieve to the optimum of their capabilities in terms of academic success.
St Cecilia’s is about much more than academic success and we recognise, encourage and praise all
your children’s achievements – success in practical skills, music, outdoor pursuits and sporting
achievements. We never forget that pupils have other skills, talents and interests that are just as
important to individuals.
“During their time at the school their progress exceeds that of other pupils nationally in a number
of subjects including English, Mathematics and History” Ofsted January 2016.
St Cecilia’s is a learning community which has a firm belief in the worth and importance of all
children and is prepared to make a commitment to meeting the needs of each individual. Your
child will be in safe hands and together with yourselves, we will ensure they grow as active,
valuable members of society.
“The development of pupils’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural understanding is underpinned by
the school’s Christian ethos” Ofsted January 2016.
I understand how important and difficult deciding on the right school for your child is, if there is
anything I can do to help please do not hesitate to contact me at school.

Ivan Catlow Headteacher

MISSION STATEMENT

At St Cecilia’s Roman Catholic High School
we believe that:
As individuals, we all come with God-given talents to discover,
develop and rejoice. It is our responsibility to make sure we
support the growth of our own talents and gifts, along with
those of each other.
We celebrate God in all we do, say, think and achieve, as we
strive to succeed.
When things go wrong, God’s love will help us support each
other to start again. We should never give up but should persist
in the face of setbacks.
We all serve and build our community by showing respect for
ourselves, respect for each other and respect for the world.
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WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM INTENT
“When the curriculum lacks coherence, it is both harder to teach and harder for children to
locate and place their new knowledge”
V Robinson (Professor of Education Auckland University)
The curriculum at St Cecilia’s equips children with the skills and knowledge needed for them to
understand, interpret and flourish in the world in which they live.
A deep and rich learning curriculum is characterized by the retention, interleaving, spacing and
retrieval of knowledge and skills. As we recognise that ability and intelligence develop and are
malleable, pupils revisit key concepts to ensure information and skills learnt become deep-seated.

The curriculum is rooted in Gospel Values, principles and key knowledge leading a learning
process focused on a deep narrative with all subjects.
This provides all children with the
opportunity to acquire:
personal and social capital,
intellectual richness,
artistic and physical nourishment.
The curriculum is clutter free, allowing for a depth that focuses on key concepts and knowledge.
This equips children with a wealth of knowledge to go beyond exam success and to relate to the
bigger picture, ensuring pupils see how their learning relates to a bigger story and the relevance of
it. Learning develops critical thought, problem solving and the transfer of skills underpinned by a
rich personal anthropology rooted in the knowledge of who we are, why we are here and where
we are going.
“The slow philosophy is not about doing everything in tortoise mode. It’s less about the speed
and more about investing the right amount of time and attention in the problem so you solve
it.” Carl Honore (Journalist)

Discover

Develop

Rejoice

Admission Procedure for St Cecilia’s
Roman Catholic High School
St Cecilia's exists because of the original and continuing desire of parents to provide a Catholic
High School to serve local Catholic communities. Any parents genuinely seeking an education for
their child in this Catholic Christian school may apply. Admissions to the school will be made by
the Governing Body, subject to the following set of admissions criteria forming a priority order
where there are more applications for admission than the school has places available. The current
admissions number is 93.
Admissions will be in accordance with the following criteria:
(1)

Roman Catholic Looked after Children and children who have previously been looked after.

(2)

Roman Catholic pupils, living in a contributory Parish:

(3)

CHIPPING

- ST. MARY’S

ALSTON LANE

- OUR LADY AND ST. MICHAEL’S

LONGRIDGE

- ST. WILFRID’S

RIBCHESTER

- ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL’S

Roman Catholic pupils, attending an associated Catholic primary school:
CHIPPING

- ST. MARY’S

ALSTON LANE

- OUR LADY AND ST. MICHAEL’S

LONGRIDGE

- ST. WILFRID’S

(4)

Roman Catholic pupils, who attend St Francis, Hill Chapel Primary School.

(5)

Other Roman Catholic pupils, who have a brother or sister at the school.

(6)

Other Roman Catholic pupils with proven and exceptional medical and social needs where
admission to the school might best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing that such
application is submitted with appropriate evidence or reports.

(7)

Other Roman Catholic pupils, in other Catholic primary schools.

Admission Procedure for St Cecilia’s
RC High School (cont’d…)
(8)

Other Roman Catholic pupils

(9)

Non Catholic Children Looked After and previously children cooked after (Non Catholic)

(10) Non Catholic pupils, who have a Catholic brother or sister in the school.
(11) Other Non Catholic pupils with proven and exceptional medical and social needs where
admission to the school might best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing that such
application is submitted with appropriate evidence or reports.
(12) Non Catholic pupils attending Catholic primary schools
(13) Other Christian Pupils
(14) All other children.
If category (1), (2), (3) or (4) is over-subscribed, places will be allocated by reference to
subsequent categories in order; for example, if category (1) is over-subscribed children who
satisfy both categories (1) and (2) will have priority over children who satisfy only category
(1).
If any of the categories is over-subscribed, places will be allocated first to children living
nearest to the school. Distance will be measured using a computerised measuring system
from the address point of the school (centre of the building) to the address point of the
child’s home (centre of the building).
In the event of a tied distance measurement between address points the Local Authority's
system of a random draw will determine which address(es) receive the offer(s).

Admission Procedure for St Cecilia’s
RC High School (cont’d…)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Shared responsibility – Where the parents live at different addresses, and there is shared
parenting, the address used will normally be the one where the child wakes up for the majority of
Monday to Friday mornings. If there is any doubt about this, then the address of the Child Benefit
recipient will be used. Parents may be asked to show evidence of the claim that is being made for
the address used.

Siblings – Brothers or sisters including step, half, foster and adopted siblings living at the same
address.
Twins/Triplets etc – Where there are twins wanting admission and there is only a single place left
within the admission number, then the Governing Body will exercise as much flexibility as
possible. If places for twins or all triplets, etc cannot be offered, the family will be advised
accordingly. This may also apply to siblings who are in the same year group. If only a single place
can be offered for twins, then the Local Authority's system for a random draw will decide which
pupil receives an offer.
Waiting List A waiting list will be maintained by the Governors for the full autumn term in the
academic year of admission. This waiting list will give priority to children in accordance with the
school’s published oversubscription criteria and not on any other basis.
Late Applications – Where there are extenuating circumstances for an application being received
after the last date for applications (backed up with evidence), and it is before the governors have
established their list of pupils to be admitted, then it may be considered alongside all the
others. Otherwise, applicants which are received after the last date will be considered after all the
others, and placed on the waiting list in order according to the criteria.
IN-YEAR ADMISSIONS
It sometimes happens that a child needs to change school other than at the “normal” time; such
admissions are known as non-routine or in-year admissions. Parents wishing their child to attend
this school should arrange to visit the school. They will be provided with an application form once
they have a definite local address. If there is a place in the appropriate class, then the governors
will arrange for the admission to take place. If there is no place, then the admissions committee
will consider the application and information about how to appeal against the refusal will be
provided. Appeals for children moving into the area will not be considered until there is evidence
of a permanent address, e.g. exchange of contracts or tenancy agreement with rent book. If the
Governing Body have any concerns about the behaviour or attendance of any pupil for a nonroutine application, they will only accept such admissions on the basis of a managed transfer from
their current school.
Please note that you cannot re-appeal for a place at a school within the same school year unless
there has been relevant, significant and material change in the family circumstances.

Religious Education
St. Cecilia's is a Roman Catholic School, conducted in accordance with the
spirit of the Roman Catholic faith. It is expected that children admitted to the
school will take a full and active part in the religious life of the school.
“The Religious Education department is seen as a beacon of
excellence within the school”. (Salford Diocesan Inspection, March 2017)
The 1988 Education Act requires all schools, whether County or Voluntary, to
teach Religious Education and to hold an act of collective worship each day.
Built into the Education Act is a provision for parents who do not wish their
children to take part in religious education or the act of worship to have their
wishes respected.

Parents who have sought admission for their children to St. Cecilia's will
know that they selected a Roman Catholic school conducted in accordance with the spirit of the
Roman Catholic faith.
As a Catholic school we value each of our students as a unique individual and we strive to ensure
that everyone reaches their full potential. We know that parents and pupils choose to come here
because of our reputation and we rely on their commitment to maintaining standards. Our success
is founded on strong pastoral support and an environment in which pupils feel safe and secure.
R.E. lessons and the daily Act of Worship are fundamental elements which parents will have taken
into account when placing their children in our care. Religious Education is given according to the
doctrines and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. The priests of the area visit school regularly
and Holy Mass is celebrated every Tuesday on a voluntary basis in the school hall.
“Catholic Leadership of the school at all levels is outstanding”
(Salford Diocese Inspection, March 2017)
As a Catholic School, St. Cecilia's seeks to reinforce the teachings of the home in a Christian way of
life. The school day begins and ends with prayers. Religious Education lessons are a vital
component of the curriculum. A religious retreat to Castlerigg is run by the school for KS3 pupils.
“Pupils are provided with numerous opportunities to contribute to the leadership of the school….
Pupils are recognised that their views and ideas are heard and valued by the Headteacher and Senior Leaders.”
(Salford Diocese Inspection, March 2017)
A School Chaplain was appointed in September 2012 to support the school in emphasising its
spirituality and catholicity as set out in the school’s Mission Statement. The Chaplaincy model
adopted will put our pupils at the centre of its mission and will give important roles to the liturgy
prefects and the Faith in Action Group.
The school benefits from excellent support provided be the local parish clergy who regularly
visit the school”
Salford Diocese Inspection, March 2017)

Statements For Action—Curriculum
(extract from extended Mission Statement)
St Cecilia’s provides for all its pupils the fullest possible access to a broad and balanced curriculum
within a Christian environment.
The Curriculum in Key Stage 3 (Years 7/8/9)
The Key Stage 3 curriculum includes all the National Curriculum subjects:
Religious Education

Modern Foreign Languages (French and Spanish)

English

Physical Education

Geography

Design Technology

Mathematics

Computing

History

Science

Music

Art

Drama

Food Technology

All pupils follow a planned programme in Personal, Social and Health Education. Pupils also
have the opportunity to study both French and Spanish from Year 7. As children progress from
Year 7 to Year 9, the amount of time spent on particular subjects may change; the actual subjects
taught will remain the same.
The Curriculum in Key Stage 4 (Years 10/11)
During this academic year candidates are being prepared for GCSEs in the following subjects:
Computer Science

French

Polish

Music

Art & Design

Physics

Physical Education

Science Core and Additional

Religious Studies

Spanish

History

Design Technology

Biology

English Language

Chemistry

English Literature

Mathematics

Food Preparation and Nutrition

We are proud of our reputation for academic success, but we are also concerned to ensure that
students enjoy their time here.

Home School Liaison
Parents will receive three data assessment sheets or reports per
academic year. In addition a Parents Evening will be arranged for
each year group. Parents are encouraged to contact school at any
time should they have any concerns or questions which by
working together we may resolve. The student planner is used to
enable teachers and parents to communicate more easily.
Guidance Evenings are held separately for Y10 and Y11 pupils
and their parents to ensure pupils undertake the necessary
preparation that enables them to attain the best possible results.
At these evenings, information on individual pupil progress,
effective revision techniques, and exam details are shared with
pupils and parents. There is also a representative from Cardinal
Newman Sixth Form College who outlines their admissions
criteria.

Personalised Grouping
In Years 7 - 9, and some subjects in Years 10 and 11, pupils are grouped in personalised classes,
using criteria such as gender, different groups e.g. SEND, personalities and starting points, to
ensure all pupils will make the expected progress and beyond with the appropriate scaffolding
when required. All lessons are taught to the top and have the highest expectations of all children.
Lessons will always include challenging academic vocabulary that is explicitly developed, rich in
knowledge and key concepts in a clutter free curriculum, in line with the curriculum intent.
However, we are also very aware that some pupils are particularly vulnerable and need that extra
support, therefore a nurturing group will be used to support these children.

Homework is Compulsory for All Pupils
We use Show My Homework, an on-line tool, to help you keep track of your child’s homework.
Show My Homework allows you to see the details of the tasks your child has been set, all their
deadlines and their submission status and grades.
You will be provided with login details to your personal account which is linked to your child’s
homework calendar where you will be able to see your child’s To Do List and any homework that
is overdue.
Benefits are: 24/7 access; view quality and quality of homework; direct access; translation in over
50 languages; Apps for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and Android devices and automated
notifications
To view all homework set without login details, please visit St Cecilia’s RC High School website
and follow the link. A progression from 20 minutes per subject per week in Year 7, building up to
upper school of 45 minutes per subject per week (as a guide). Homework is compulsory for all
pupils. Please refer to the Homework Policy for more details on the school web site. The school
curriculum is organised around 50 x 60 minute periods over a 2 week timetable.

Home School Agreement
The importance of co-operation and trust between school and parents/carers cannot be
over-estimated.
Following consultation with parents, pupils and staff a Home School Agreement has been
created which reflects our mutually shared expectations. Copies are made available to all new
parents in the Well-being document available on the school website.

Public Examinations
The policy of the school is to enter pupils for public examinations when they have completed an
appropriate course of study.

School Sport
The school places great value on the provision of opportunities for pupils to sample and develop
interest and skills in a range of sports. Opportunities for representation at form, school, district
and county levels exist for pupils. As an extension of the planned PE curriculum, extra curricular
activities are organised in the following sports: football, netball, cricket, athletics, cross country,
basketball, table tennis, tennis and rounders.
Several members of the school teaching staff hold National Coaching awards in the above listed
activities.
The school enjoys a significant level of success at District Level. Trophies recently won by the
school are on display in school.

Special Education Needs and Disability
Running through the school we have structures to identify, support and encourage students with
special educational needs as well as those with special gifts and talents.
Our effective analysis of data enables us to identify such students together with a series of
diagnostic tests; through planned programmes of specific intervention sessions, Individual
Education Plans and regular reviews we are confident that their needs are being met whilst they
are with us at St Cecilia’s.
St Cecilia’s employs a number of key staff to manage and lead in learning support, so ensuring
that students identified as having additional needs are effectively supported within and beyond
the school curriculum. Miss M Shaw, the SENCO, is responsible for the operation of the SEND
policy.
This provision is further enhanced through positive relationships with other professionals,
parents and carers who play an active role in their child’s education.

Arrangements for Admitting Disabled Pupils
Salford Diocesan Inspectors March 2017 commented:
“The School makes good provision for disadvantaged pupils and those with special educational
needs. Leaders at all levels provide an authentic witness to the school mission statement
encouraging and enabling all members of the school community to ‘discover, develop and
rejoice.”
The Governors' Admissions Policy does not discriminate in any way against pupils with any
form of disability or Special Educational Needs. All pupils, staff and visitors have access to the
main hall for public events and to the art room. Three classrooms in the Year 7 block have
disabled access. Wheelchair dependant children have limited access to the remaining classrooms.
The accessibility plan is available on request.

Education Beyond the Age of 16
Information advice and guidance is provided by senior staff and the school’s Young Peoples’
Service who are in school on a regular basis. Pupils are encouraged to transfer at the end of their
Year 11 to Cardinal Newman College, Preston, for further study to G.C.E. (Advanced) Level and
other courses. Senior staff from Cardinal Newman College visit St. Cecilia's regularly to advise,
assist and conduct interviews with students who are attracted to education beyond the age of 16.
Information about other local colleges is available from school.

Pastoral Care and Personal Development
All members of staff are involved in the pastoral care of the pupils. A child's Form Tutor has the
primary responsibility for the pastoral care and welfare of all pupils in the group. A Pupil WellBeing Intent is in place to support all areas of pastoral care and personal development. This is
reinforced by the PSHE programme's approach to citizenship, careers information advise and
guidance and our RSE programme.
“The quality of welfare is outstanding. Relationships between all members of the school
community were observed to be extremely positive reflecting the belief that each person makes a
real valuable contribution to building up a community based on gospel values.
(Salford Diocesan Inspection, March 2017)

School Attendance
Attendance at school throughout the year is required by law. Government regulations exist
concerning pupil attendance at school. All absences are to be noted in the register as authorised
or unauthorised. All schools now publish attendance figures on an annual basis.
The school must be informed of the reasons for any absence. This should be done on the day of
absence by contacting school. Please inform the school by telephone.
Requests for absences during term time must be made in writing to the Headteacher. Leave of
Absence will only be authorised by the Headteacher where exceptional circumstances apply.
Parents are respectfully requested to consider the effects of taking their child out of school during
term time may have on their child's progress.
St. Cecilia’s has an excellent attendance record, well above the National Average. Parents receive
a text from the Parent Mail system to alert them of a pupil’s absence. Registers are taken at
morning registration and then at each lesson throughout the day.
The summer terms are particularly important with internal and external examinations.

Reward System
We operate a reward system where pupils are given stars. At the start of every half term pupils
are advanced 10 stars. These are awarded on the assumption that they will:•

Arrive on time to form and all classes

•

Use their Student Planner correctly

•

Bring the correct books and equipment to classes

•

Wear uniform correctly

•

Complete homework on time

Pupils will lose stars if they do not follow these expectations, however they have many opportunities for gaining stars •

Achieving individual targets set by teachers

•

Producing outstanding pieces of work

•

Excellent effort in class

•

Helping others within our community

•

Representing St Cecilia’s

•

Participating in any additional school activities

Reward activities are arranged at the end of the summer term for pupils who gain the most stars.

School Buses
We are fortunate to have a number of school bus services to and from the school.
PRESTON
The Preston Bus, S1, leaves Preston Bus Station at 7:46 am and picks up pupils at regular bus stops
(Ribbleton Lane/Ribbleton Ave/Longridge Road/Preston Road). The bus is signed ‘St Cecilia’s’.
This bus picks up pupils at the school gates at 3.05 pm every day. This bus is run by Stage Coach.
Pupils can purchase day riders or weekly tickets.
In addition to the S1 service pupils can also get regular service buses from Preston Road (Doctors
Row). Buses to Preston are every 10 minutes and is the 1 service. Regular buses from Preston to
Longridge drop pupils off at the bottom of Doctors Row, at the rear of the school.

RIBCHESTER
The bus picks up outside the Ribchester Arms at 8.15 am. It also picks up outside Ribchester
Sports & Social Club a few minutes later. This bus collects pupils from the school gates at 3.15 pm
each day. For bus charges please contact the School Transport Hotline.

CHIPPING & OUTLYING AREAS
The first pick up is at the Kirkfields Estate at 8.20 am. There are then pick-ups depending on the
needs of the pupils. Some pick-ups are for one pupil only and can be arranged with the driver.
The Chipping Bus picks pupils up from the school gates at 3.15 pm daily. For bus charges please
contact the School Transport Hotline.

GOOSNARGH/BROUGHTON & OUTLYING AREAS
The bus picks up at Whittingham Lane, Broughton at 8.05 am. It then travels along Whittingham/
Cumeragh Lanes via Goosnargh, picking up at regular bus stops. This bus collects pupils from
the school gates at 3.15 pm daily. For bus charges please contact the School Transport Hotline.

Lancashire County Council School Transport Hotline - 0300 123 6738

Further info regarding school transport is available at - http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/childreneducation-families/schools/school-transport.aspx

School Meals
The school has its own kitchen and there is a choice of healthy menus. Provision is also made in
the Dining Hall for pupils who prefer to bring sandwiches. Children are NOT allowed to leave
the premises during the lunch time. The school operates a ‘cashless system’ which prevents long
queues in the serving area and pupils have their own unique pin number with which to purchase
their meals. If parents wish to see a print out of the meals their child has purchased this is available
upon request and can also be viewed through ParentMail.

Extra Curricular Activities
The school offers an extensive range of activities; e.g. homework club, sports, choir, band,
computer club, Duke of Edinburgh Award and drama.
Your child will also have opportunities to attend various trips; e.g. Manor Adventure, language
trip to Spain/France, Manchester Christmas Market, theatre visits, watersports trip to France,
sports trip to Barcelona and end of year trip to Blackpool.

Charities
As part of our core mission to inculcate a desire to help others less fortunate than ourselves, the
school donates money to a number of international and local charities including: CAFOD, Bone
Cancer Research, Barnardos, Marys’ Meals, St. Joseph’s Penny, Wishing Well Appeal, Derian
House and Fair Trade. As well as a Race for Life and non-uniform days all year groups participate in events for a wide variety of charitable concerns.

School Uniform
UNIFORM LIST

•

Black Blazer with the school badge

•

Red jumper with the school badge (optional item)

•

White shirt

•

Long black tailored, loose fitting trousers worn with plain dark socks

•

Knee length school skirt; stitched down knife-pleat waist band skirt worn with plain white
socks (no trainer socks) or thick black tights

•

Tie;
Key Stage 3- red with a black/white stripe
Key Stage 4- black with a red/white stripe
Prefects- plain black with the school badge (awarded by school)

•

Plain black leather/synthetic leather flat shoes with black soles and laces where appropriate;
no branded, heeled, platforms, canvas or trainers

•

Black belt (optional)

Although no specific uniform is laid down for outdoor use, leather, denim jackets, football
scarves, non-uniform sweaters and tracksuit tops are not considered suitable outdoor wear.

School Uniform
GYM AND SPORTS KIT
Compulsory items;
•

Red dri-fit t-shirt or racer-back dri-fit t-shirt with the school badge

•

Full zip or quarter zip training top with the school badge

•

Black football shorts or skort with the school badge

•

Red football socks

Optional items;
•

Plain black training pants (no branding)

•

Black leggings with the school name down the left calf

•

Gilbert black/red netball dress

•

Plain black sports socks to wear with leggings or training pants (no branding)

School uniform is available from Mary Francis
59 Derby Road
Longridge
Telephone - 01772 784272

Top One Uniform
39 St Johns Centre
Preston
Telephone - 01772 828616

St Cecilia’s R.C. High School
Chapel Hill
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